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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
A. Board of Directors

The affairs of USA Ball Hockey shall be governed by a Board of Directors. The Board of Directors 
shall be constituted as follows:

(1) Number of Directors

There shall be (7) “Directors” as provided in these Bylaws. Directors At-Large shall act in the 
best interests of USA Ball Hockey without regard to geographical allegiance or concerns.

B. Election of Directors

(1) Directors

Each Director shall be re-elected by the USA Ball Hockey Board of Directors. The Directors shall 
serve a term of either two (2) or three (3) years, then may be up for re-election following the 
end of their final year. In the event that a Director shall be unable, for any reason, to serve 
his/her full term, at the next meeting of the Board of Directors, the Board shall elect a Director 
to serve for the unexpired term of the Director being replaced.

(2) Limitation on Director’s Authority

Unless specifically authorized by the Board of Directors, no director shall represent to other 
persons, leagues, associations or street hockey federations that he/she is speaking on behalf of 
USA Ball Hockey or that his/her opinion is the official position of USA Ball Hockey.

(3) Expiration of Term

Each director’s term shall expire at the Annual Congress of the Board of Directors in the final 
year of such director’s term, upon completion of the election of directors by the Board of 
Directors at such Annual Congress.

(4) Removal of a Director or Officer

Upon a reasonable belief that a director or officer of USA Ball Hockey has violated the Bylaws, 
Rules & Regulations, Policies or other applicable rules of USA Ball Hockey, or has otherwise 
engaged in conduct unsuitable for the sport of ball hockey, the USA Ball Hockey Board of 
Directors may initiate the process set forth herein to determine whether the matter should be 
referred to the Board of Directors for consideration of whether the director or officer should be 
removed from office or otherwise disciplined.

(a) The President of the Board of Directors, with the approval of the majority of the Board of 
Directors, shall appoint a three-to-five-person special hearing committee of reasonably 
disinterested and impartial persons to assess whether the subject director or officer should be 
removed from office. The special hearing committee shall issue a written recommendation to 
the Board of Directors, which shall contain findings of facts and conclusions, as to whether the 
subject director or officer should be removed from office or otherwise disciplined. 
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The Board of Directors shall consider the recommendations of the special hearing committee 
at the next regularly scheduled Board of Directors meeting following receipt of the 
recommendation, or the Board of Directors may call a special meeting to consider the 
recommendation.

(b) The Board of Directors may instead determine that the subject director or officer should be 
suspended or other disciplined and may impose such suspension or discipline in the Board of 
Directors’ discretion. Any such suspension or discipline would be appealable to the Board of 
Directors at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Directors.

C. Powers of Board
In addition to other powers stated herein and provided by law, the Board of Directors of USA 
Ball Hockey shall have the power to:

(1) Formulate, prescribe, alter and amend these Bylaws or the Rules and Regulations of USA 
Ball Hockey for the government of USA Ball Hockey;
(2) Impose and enforce penalties for any violation of these Bylaws or the Rules and Regulations 
of USA Ball Hockey or breach of an Affiliate Agreement between USA Ball Hockey and any of its 
Affiliate Associations;
(3) Remove or remit any suspension or penalty that has been imposed by its officers, its 
registrars, or a committee;
(4) Remove from office any officer of USA Ball Hockey or member of the Board of Directors by a 
simple majority vote of those present and voting on the matter;
(5) Temporarily fill the vacancy on the Board caused by the resignation, removal or withdrawal 
of any director until such director’s position has been elected or appointed by the appropriate 
constituency in accordance with these Bylaws;
(6) Appoint sub-committees from its membership, or otherwise employ individuals for the 
handling of special or specified business;
(7) Establish and collect fees and funds of USA Ball Hockey and direct the expenditure of 
monies;
(8) Establish and define the rules and laws of amateur ball hockey in the United States;
(9) Interpret, define, and explain all the provisions of these Bylaws and the Rules and 
Regulations of USA Ball Hockey;
(10) Call any necessary Special Meetings of USA Ball Hockey and fix the time and place of such 
meetings;
(11) Have immediate access through a qualified auditor on demand, or on the demand of the 
President, to all books, vouchers, receipts, and records generally pertaining to the finances and 
operation of USA Ball Hockey, its Districts, Affiliate Associations, Registrars, Referees-in-Chief, 
Sections and any other program or project of USA Ball Hockey;
(12) Receive a copy of the financial statements (Balance Sheet and Operating Statement) of 
USA Ball Hockey and a copy of USA Ball Hockey’s proposed operating budget prior to the 
Annual Congress of USA Ball Hockey. At the Annual Congress, the Board of Directors shall 
approve the operating budget;
(13)Make qualified contributions of its funds to qualified organizations, but only after express, 
specific authority is granted by the Board through a duly noticed, adopted vote and resolution; 
(14) Any other actions deemed necessary by the board in order to fulfill the purpose of USA 
Ball Hockey.
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OFFICERS
A. Elected Officers

(1) The officers of USA Ball Hockey shall be elected by the Board of Directors. The officers of 
USA Ball Hockey shall be as follows: President; Vice President; General Counsel. The Board of 
Directors may only nominate a President who has previously served a full term as a Board 
Member, with the exception of the inaugural Board Chair. No officer of USA Ball Hockey shall 
be an officer of any other National Governing Body.

(2) Except for the term of the President, the terms of office of the officers shall be determined 
at the time of appointment by the Board of Directors. The President shall serve for (3) years.

(3) Any officer who is unable to complete his/her full term of service for which the officer was 
elected, shall be replaced by the Board of Directors, and the interim replacement officer shall 
serve until the next meeting of the Board of Directors at which time the Board shall elect a 
permanent replacement officer who shall serve the unexpired term. In the event that any 
officer is unable to function, for any reason, an interim replacement shall be designated by the 
Board of Directors and have all of the powers and perform all of the duties of the officer being 
temporarily replaced.

(4) The Board of Directors shall also have the authority to name, at its discretion, a President 
Emeritus or Directors Emeritus in recognition of outstanding service to USA Ball Hockey. 
Emeritus shall be non-voting members of the Board of Directors but shall be eligible for Council 
and/or Committee appointments by the President.

B. Powers and Duties of Elected Officers

(1) The President shall be a member of the Board of Directors and ex officio member of all 
other Councils and Committees, have all the usual privileges of office but will not have voting 
privileges (of such Councils and Committees. The President will have further duties as 
determined by the Board of Directors.

(2) The President shall preside at meetings of USA Ball Hockey and the Board of Directors. 
He/She shall generally perform the duties usual to the office of President and may, at his/her 
discretion, order the calling of meetings of the Board of Directors or of the Committees of USA 
Ball Hockey. It shall also be the duty of the President during the course of each Annual 
Congress of USA Ball Hockey to convoke the Annual Congress of the Board of Directors in order 
to discuss the business of the forthcoming year and to convoke the Mid-Year Meeting or any 
Special Meeting of the Board of Directors.

(3) The President may exercise all duties and powers of the Board of Directors only in the case 
of an emergency when a vote of the Board of Directors cannot be obtained, and he/she shall in 
a reasonable amount of time report in writing any actions taken in the exercise of this 
emergency power to the members of the Board of Directors. The President shall ensure that 
minutes be taken at all meetings of the Councils, Committees and Sections of USA Ball Hockey 
and that the minutes be kept of record and a copy thereof be disseminated to each member of 
the Board of Directors. 4



(4) The Secretary shall keep the records of USA Ball Hockey, direct correspondence, issue 
notices of all meetings, and perform the duties usual to this office.

(5) The Treasurer shall, at each meeting of the Board of Directors, submit a written report to 
the Board of Directors regarding the financial affairs of USA Ball Hockey, including all financial 
activities since the previous meeting, and a proposed budget for the following fiscal year, when 
appropriate.

(6) The President of USA Ball Hockey shall be appointed by the Board of Directors, upon terms 
and conditions as shall be mutually satisfactory. Furthermore, the Board of Directors shall have 
the authority to enter into a contractual agreement for a specified number of years with the 
President, which shall be binding upon USA Ball Hockey. The President shall serve a term of 
office from July 1 through June 30 of the following year.

(7) The President shall be an ex-officio member of all Councils, Sections and Committees of 
USA Ball Hockey and shall perform all secretarial duties, attend to all routine details, receive 
and distribute all funds received from any source upon approval of the Board of Directors and 
USA Ball Hockey, and assist and perform all other general duties as the need arises.

(8) The Treasurer shall receive all monies of USA Ball Hockey and deposit same in a chartered 
bank selected by the Finance and Investment Committee. He/She shall keep proper books of 
account and pay all bills budgeted by USA Ball Hockey or approved by the Finance and 
Investment Committee. Official numbered receipts are to be issued for all monies received, the 
duplicates to be kept on file. Checks shall be signed by the President of USA Ball Hockey, or 
his/her designee, and checks over the sum of $10,000 (ten thousand dollars) shall require two 
signatures. The Treasurer shall be the alternate signing officer for USA Ball Hockey. Both shall 
be bonded for not less than $200,000.

(9) The President shall cause to be prepared the annual financial statement each year, which 
shall be presented to the members of the Board of Directors after being duly audited, for 
presentation at the Annual Congress of the Board of Directors. He/She shall be treasurer of all 
committees of USA Ball Hockey. The President shall be and is hereby authorized with the 
concurrence of the President for and in the name of USA Ball Hockey, to draw, accept, sign and 
make all or any bills of exchange, promissory notes, checks and orders for the payment of 
money; to pay and receive all monies and to give acceptance for the same, to borrow monies 
from time to time from a chartered bank selected by the Finance and Investment Committee 
upon the credit of USA Ball Hockey in such amounts as he/she may deem proper and by way of 
overdraft or otherwise, to grant securities by way of mortgage, hypothecation of pledge 
covering all or any of the property and assets of USA Ball Hockey as security for all or any 
money so borrowed and interest thereon and generally for and in the name and on the behalf 
of USA Ball Hockey to transact with the bank any business he/she may think fit.
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(10) The President shall be and is hereby authorized with the concurrence of the President on 
behalf of USA Ball Hockey to negotiate with, deposit with or transfer to the bank (for credit of 
USA Ball Hockey account only), all or any Bills of Exchange, Promissory Notes, Checks or Orders 
for the payment of money and other negotiable paper, and for the said purpose to endorse any 
or all of them on behalf of USA Ball Hockey; also from time to time to arrange, settle, balance 
and certify all books and accounts between USA Ball Hockey and the bank; and to receive all 
paid checks and vouchers, unpaid and unacceptable Bills of Exchange and other negotiable 
instruments.

(11) The President, in addition to the foregoing and with the concurrence of the President, is 
charged with the operation, general supervision and direction of all of the business affairs of 
USA Ball Hockey and shall discharge all of the duties imposed on him/her by the Board of 
Directors from time to time.

*******(THIS IS WHERE WE WANT TO ADD IN THE DESCRIPTIONS OF EACH OFFICIAL 
POSITION)
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C. Exoneration from Personal Liability

(1) USA Ball Hockey hereby consents and declares that each director, officer, member of the 
Board of Directors, chairperson and member of all committees, councils, sections, and/or 
any other official representatives of USA Ball Hockey shall be deemed to have assumed 
office or assignment on the express understanding, agreement and condition, that each 
one of them and his/her heirs, executors and administrators, estate and effects respectively 
shall from time to time and at all times, to the fullest extent permitted by law be 
indemnified and saved harmless out of the funds of USA Ball Hockey from and against all 
liabilities, judgments, costs, charges and expenses whatsoever which such person sustains 
or incurs in or about any action, suit or proceeding which is brought, commenced or 
prosecuted against him/her for and in respect to any act, deed, matter or thing whatsoever 
made, done or permitted by him/her in or about the execution of the duties of his/her 
office and also from and against all other costs, charges and expenses which he/she 
sustains or incurs in or about or in relation to the affairs thereof, except in relation to 
matters as to which he/she shall be adjudged in such action, suit or proceeding to be liable 
for negligence or misconduct in the performance of a duty.

MEETINGS OF USA BALL HOCKEY AND ITS COMMITTEES

A. USA Ball Hockey shall have an Annual Congress between May 15 and June 30 at a time and 
place set by the Board of Directors at the Annual Congress. At the Annual Congress, certain 
Committees and Councils of USA Ball Hockey may meet. The Annual Congress of USA Ball 
Hockey will be called by the President on the order of the President. Meetings of the 
Committees shall be called by the President or Chairperson of the Committees.

B. USA Ball Hockey shall have a Winter Meeting in the month of January at a time and place 
set by the Board of Directors at the preceding Annual Congress. Except for matters approved by 
the appropriate Council or Committee and the Board of Directors and any changes to the Rules 
and Regulations made by the Board of Directors in between meetings of the Board of Directors, 
the Winter Meeting shall not have on its agenda any items proposing action requiring the vote 
of the Board of Directors with respect to the Rules and Regulations, Bylaws or Playing Rules of 
USA Ball Hockey. Notwithstanding the restriction on voting by the Board of Directors, nothing 
contained herein shall prevent discussion of such Rules and Regulations, Bylaws or Playing 
Rules. The Winter Meeting of USA Ball Hockey will be called by the President on the order of 
the President. It shall be the intent and purpose of the Winter Meeting to discuss the policies 
and procedures of USA Ball Hockey; for the various Councils and Committees to convene as 
necessary or upon call by the President or Chairperson of the Council or Committee; and for 
the Councils and Committees to report their activities and recommendations to the Board of 
Directors.

C. Special Meetings of USA Ball Hockey may be called by the President or the Board of 
Directors (on a favorable vote of a simple majority of the Board of Directors), by notice in 
writing to the President, with not fewer than fifteen (15) days notice (in writing) to all directors, 
officers and committees. The notice of such meeting must contain the date, place and hour of 
the meeting and the object thereof. 7



D. Written notice of each Annual Congress and Winter Meeting of USA Ball Hockey shall be 
published to give notice to all directors, officers and committees not fewer than fifteen (15) 
days in advance of the meeting.

E. A conference among members of any Committee or Council of USA Ball Hockey by any 
means of communication through which the members may simultaneously hear each other 
during the conference shall constitute a meeting of such Committee or Council.

MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

A. Procedure for placing items on the Agenda for the Annual Congress of the Board of 
Directors:

(1) Proposed Changes, Additions or Deletions to USA Ball Hockey Bylaws, Rules and 
Regulations, Programs and Philosophies, Policies, Duties and Responsibilities and/or Affiliate 
Agreement.

Any member wishing to place an item on the agenda for the Annual Congress of the Board of 
Directors that will be a change, addition or deletion must do so by presenting it to the principal 
office of USA Ball Hockey, in writing, at least one month prior to the date of the Annual 
Congress. Items submitted must include the specific wording of the proposed change, addition 
or deletion. The procedure will be as follows:

At Least one month prior to Annual Congress – President, or his designee, shall circulate 
proposal to Directors for review. If Directors have questions, they may contact the submitting 
party directly.

Annual Congress – Vote on the proposal at the USA Ball Hockey Annual Congress. If a proposal 
is amended and it is determined by the procedure below to be a major amendment, then the 
proposal, as amended, will be postponed until the next meeting of the Board of Directors. If 
there is an amendment (motion and a second) to any rule or legislative proposal, the proposed 
amendment is considered first. If the amendment does not pass, the proposal will remain on 
the table in its original form. If the amendment passes, then consideration of whether the 
amendment is a minor or major amendment may be made at any time before the final vote on 
the proposal. If, by a majority vote of the Directors present, the directors determine that the 
amendment is a major amendment, then the entire proposal, as amended, will be postponed 
until the next meeting of the USA Ball Hockey Board of Directors. If the directors determine 
that the amendment is a minor amendment, then the proposal as amended may remain on the 
table for consideration during that meeting.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, changes to the Rules and Regulations made by the Board of 
Directors in between meetings of the Board of Directors shall automatically be placed on the 
agenda for the next meeting of the Board of Directors for ratification, amendment or repeal.
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(2) Any Board Member wishing to place an item on the agenda for the Annual Congress of the 
Board of Directors, other than stated in (1) above, must do so by presenting it to the principal 
office of USA Ball Hockey, in writing, not later than one month prior to the Annual Congress.

(3) Any item determined by the Board of Directors to be in the same form, or substantially 
similar form, to one which was rejected or withdrawn at the previous Annual Congress of the 
Board of Directors, cannot be placed on the agenda of the upcoming Annual Congress of the 
Board of Directors, unless it has received a majority vote of approval by the appropriate Council 
or Committee and the Board of Directors, in that order, recommending that it be placed on the 
agenda. If there is no appropriate Council or Committee, it goes directly to the Board of 
Directors. 

(4) After the appropriate timeline to receive agenda items, any additional items that are to 
receive consideration of the Board of Directors must receive majority approval of those present 
at the Board of Directors meeting in order to be placed on the agenda.

(5) Proposals for changing the Rules and Regulations of USA Ball Hockey shall be made only at 
the Annual Congress Meeting, unless otherwise approved by a majority of the Board of 
Directors.

B. Procedure for Placing Items on the Agenda for the Winter Meeting of the Board of 
Directors:

(1) Items submitted for the agenda of the Winter Meeting shall be presented to the principal 
office of USA Ball Hockey, in writing, not later than November 1.

(2) Items submitted must include the specific wording of a proposed change, addition or 
deletion. The item submitted for the agenda shall have attached to it a single paragraph 
explaining the intent and purpose of the proposal. Items submitted without the specific 
proposal attached and/or without an explanation paragraph of purpose and intent will not be 
placed on the agenda.

(3) The complete agenda will be published by the principal office of USA Ball Hockey not later 
than ten (10) days prior to the Winter Meeting.

(4) At all meetings of the Board of Directors, a simple majority of the Board shall constitute a 
quorum.

(5) Roberts Rules of Orders shall govern and control the conduct of all meetings of the Board of 
Directors, unless modified by these Bylaws. Voting by proxy shall not be allowed, except for any 
USA Ball Hockey Director who is currently serving in the U.S. Armed Forces or who is a reservist 
or serving in the National Guard and who is called to active duty and is deployed to an active 
combat zone as defined by the Department of Defense. The selecting body will have the right 
to name a replacement Director who will have all the rights and duties of the Director deployed 
to the active combat zone, to attend any meeting of the board of directors in that Director’s 
absence. 9



(6) Any meeting of the Board of Directors may be held without fifteen (15) days advance 
notice, providing waivers of notice are given, in writing, by all directors.

(7) Copies of the minutes of all meetings of USA Ball Hockey, its Committees and the Board of 
Directors shall be mailed or emailed by the President within forty-five (45) days of such 
meetings to the directors of USA Ball Hockey.

(8) A conference among directors by any means of communication through which the directors 
may simultaneously hear each other during the conference shall constitute a Board meeting.

(9) The Annual, Winter, and any Special Meetings of the Board shall take place, respectively, 
during the Annual Congress, Winter Meeting, or any Special Meetings of USA Ball Hockey.

VOTING

A. Each director in attendance at a Board of Directors meeting shall have one vote. Proxy 
voting shall not be permitted, except as outline above.

B. At all meetings of the Board of Directors, or its Councils, Committees or Sections, voting 
shall be by a show of hands (or by voice vote, if the meeting occurs by a teleconference or 
other electronic means permitted hereunder), unless (i) for an in-person meeting, the persons 
participating in such meeting on motion duly made, seconded and carried by vote of the 
persons then present decide upon a ballot (paper or electronic) prior to the commencement of 
balloting; or (ii) for a teleconference or other electronic meeting, the notice of the meeting 
provides notice of the method of voting to be used, or electronic voting is approved by the 
persons participating in such meeting on motion duly made, seconded and approved by 
majority vote. In a teleconference or electronic meeting, voting by email shall be permitted if 
the notice of the meeting provides notice that email voting will be used, including the deadline 
for sending email votes and the email address to which the votes should be sent.

C. A decision at a meeting of the Board of Directors or its Councils or Committees shall be 
made by the majority of the votes cast, unless the favorable vote of a larger proportion of the 
votes is required by these Bylaws.
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CODE OF CONDUCT

A. Administrator’s Code of Conduct
· Follow the rules and regulations of USA Ball Hockey and your association to ensure that the 
association’s philosophy and objectives are enhanced.
· Support programs that train and educate players, coaches, parents, officials and volunteers.
· Promote and publicize your programs; seek out financial support when possible.
· Communicate with parents by holding parent/player orientation meetings as well as by being 
available to answer questions and address problems throughout the season.
· Work to provide programs that encompass fairness to the participants and promote fair play 
and sportsmanship.
· Recruit volunteers, including coaches, who demonstrate qualities conducive to being role 
models to the youth in our sport.
· Encourage coaches and officials to attend USA Ball Hockey clinics when available.
· Make every possible attempt to provide everyone, at all skill levels, with a place to play.
· Read and be familiar with the contents of the USA Ball Hockey’s official playing rules.
· Develop other administrators to advance to positions in your association.

B. Coach's Code of Conduct
· Care more about the child than winning a game.
· Be a positive role model to all of your players.
· Be generous with your praise when it is deserved; be consistent and honest; be fair and just; 
do not criticize players publicly; learn to be a more effective communicator and coach; don’t 
yell at players for the sake of yelling.
· Never verbally or physically abuse others, particularly a player or official; give all players the 
opportunity to improve their skills, gain confidence and develop self-esteem; teach players the 
basics.
· Organize practices that are fun and challenging for your players. Familiarize yourself with the 
rules, techniques and strategies of hockey.
· Maintain an open line of communication with your players’ parents. Explain the goals and 
objectives of your team.
· Be concerned with the overall development of your players.

C. On-rink Official’s Code of Conduct
· Act in a professional and businesslike manner at all times and take your role seriously.
· Provide a safe and sportsmanlike environment in which players can properly display their 
hockey skills.
· Know all playing rules, their interpretations and their proper application.
· Manage and help to control games in cooperation with the coaches to provide a positive and 
safe experience for all participants.
· Be fair and impartial at all times.
· Use honesty and integrity when answering questions.
· Admit your mistakes when you make them.
· Never openly criticize a coach, player or fellow official and keep your emotions under control.
· Dedicate yourself to personal improvement and maintenance of officiating skills.
· Respect your supervisor and his/her critique of your performance. 12



CODE OF CONDUCT (cont.)

D. Parent’s Code of Conduct
· Do not force your children to participate in ball hockey, let them make the decision to play.
· Encourage your child to play by the rules set forth by USA Ball Hockey.
· Do not embarrass your child by yelling at players, coaches or officials.
· Support the officials on and off the ice but never criticize an official for their calls. Remember, 
it is only a game.
· Applaud a good effort in both victory and defeat
· Reinforce the positive points of the game. 
· Never yell or physically abuse your child after a game or practice.
· Recognize the importance of volunteer coaches. They are important to the development of 
your child and the sport. Communicate with them and support them.
· Become an active member of your hockey community and volunteer.

E. Player’s Code of Conduct
· Play for fun but work hard to improve your skills.
· Be a team player and have a good relationship with your teammates.
· Learn teamwork, sportsmanship and discipline.
· Always be a good sport.
· Respect your coach, your teammates, your parents, opponents and officials in pubic or in 
private.
· Never argue with an official’s decision, as they are unlikely to change their mind and your 
conduct can be viewed as unbecoming.

F. Spectator’s Code of Conduct
· Display good sportsmanship. Always respect players, coaches and officials; do not taunt or 
disturb other fans; enjoy the game together.
· Cheer good plays of all participants; avoid booing opponents.
· Help provide a safe and fun environment; throwing any items on the playing surface can cause 
injury to players and officials.
· Support the referees and coaches by trusting their judgment and integrity.
· Be responsible for your own safety, be alert to prevent accidents from balls and other 
avoidable situations.
· Respect buildings and locker rooms as private areas for players, coaches and officials.
· Recognize good effort, teamwork and sportsmanship.
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